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BENTLEY ACUTE ADOLESCENT UNIT 

599. Hon LINDA SAVAGE to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Mental 
Health: 

My question without notice of which some notice has been given is to the minister representing the Minister for 
Health. 

(1) On how many occasions has the minister visited the Bentley acute adolescent unit since October 2008? 

(2) Does the minister agree with the Council of Official Visitors’ annual report 2008–09 that the Bentley 
acute adolescent unit looks and feels like a prison? 

(3) If yes, what has the minister done to address this? 

The PRESIDENT: Which minister was that addressed to? 

Hon Linda Savage: To the minister representing the Minister for Health—for mental health, sorry. 

The PRESIDENT: The Minister for Health? 

Hon Linda Savage: The Minister for Mental Health. 

The PRESIDENT: The parliamentary secretary. 

Hon HELEN MORTON replied: 

Was the question to do with Bentley? 

Hon Linda Savage: It was to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Mental Health. Is the 
parliamentary secretary asking me to read the question again? 

Hon HELEN MORTON: I am asking what the question was about. 

Hon Linda Savage: It was about the Bentley adolescent unit. 

Hon HELEN MORTON: Since October 2008? 

Hon Linda Savage: Yes. 

Hon HELEN MORTON: Was it about the number of beds or — 

Hon Linda Savage: No; the question was: on how many occasions has the minister visited the Bentley acute 
adolescent unit since October 2008? That was part (1) of the question. 

Hon HELEN MORTON: I thank the member. The reason I did not hear the question is that it was addressed to 
the minister representing the Minister for Health. I thought the member was asking a different question. 

I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. The Minister for Mental Health has provided the 
following response — 

(1) The Minister for Mental Health has visited the unit on one occasion—24 December 2008. 

(2) It is acknowledged that the Bentley acute adolescent unit has design problems and requires significant 
improvements as it does not provide the most suitable environment for adolescent patients. 

(3) In the past 12 months, improvements have been made, including the relocation of the main entrance to 
improve the environment for people arriving at the unit and to reduce the risk of patients absconding. 
The development of the outside garden area to create a quiet area for patients is being carried out. A 
gazebo has been painted, new fencing has been erected and work on the flower beds and garden area is 
due to commence soon. Future plans include a proposed large open-plan area as well as an increase in 
the size of the kitchenette and an additional small lounge area. 

 


